Donna Brovsky
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our next SPARC Award is in the Education category, and we are thrilled to announce our winner is Donna Brovsky. Donna has been nominated by Diana Rarich with Jeffco Transition Services, and by Patricia Fulton and Corinne Gray of The Arc – Jefferson, Clear Creek & Gilpin Counties.  Donna has been a ground-breaking educator and administrator who has led her students with intellectual and developmental disabilities toward their greatest potential time and time again.  
Although it would be impossible for me to mention all of Donna’s amazing contributions in this short speech, one area where she has been outstanding is in creating opportunities for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. She spear-headed a program called the ROCK: Real Opportunities for College Knowledge, which helped people with disabilities enrich their lives by attending local community colleges. A second program she initiated is Training Grounds, which provided people with intellectual and developmental disabilities the opportunity to learn to work as a barista.  The program provides a real-world barista training and experience, and many of the dozens who have attended the program have found paid employment as baristas in coffee shops or as employees in food service elsewhere.
Another shining example of her dedication to our community is through her 33 years of service in our schools, most recently as assistant director with Jeffco Schools. There, she led the School to Work Alliance Program-SWAP, Jeffco Transition Services, district transition, and the Career and Technical Education Department. She directly supported services to over 400 youth through JTS and SWAP, and her SWAP team was awarded top honors in the state for 3 years. During her career, she succeeded in forming pivotal partnerships with many other organizations, including the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, to create a more comprehensive array of programs and opportunities for people with disabilities.
Donna has excelled at influencing systemic change in our community. She helped create the facilities requirements for independent living learning. This means that, thanks to Donna, all new school facilities must have learning labs with cooking, laundry, and shower accessibility for students with intellectual and developmental disabilities. She has also championed improving transportation access for community instruction. Our advocates at The Arc cannot say enough about Donna’s dedication to and collaboration with us. Since her well-earned retirement earlier this year, she has been missed greatly!
Donna is an award-winner not only for what she has done, but also for who she is. She wants the best for everyone, and more specifically, listens to what each individual wants for him- or herself. When she entered the classroom, her students were excited to see her, not only for what she had taught them, but because they loved her.  She’s one of those people who others feel honored to know. Donna, we applaud you for fostering success and independence in countless individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, and we congratulate you on being a SPARC award winner!
