Margaret “Peg” Thomas
Our next SPARC Award is in the Advocacy category, and we are excited to announce our winner is Peg Thomas. Peg has been nominated by People First of Jefferson County.  She is receiving this award for spending decades transforming hundreds of lives with exceptional kindness and generosity.
Peg and her husband John had seven daughters of their own, which is an accomplishment in itself, but they had always hoped to have eight. When all but one of their daughters had left the nest, they decided to become foster parents to 7 girls. It was a rewarding experience that filled Peg’s heart and motivated her to become a foster mom to more than 100 girls during the following years, including several with disabilities. During those years as a foster mom, Peg’s passion for helping people with intellectual and developmental disabilities became her priority, and she began working with a school for kids with disabilities. Then, in 1990, Peg became a host home provider for DDRC, and since then she has welcomed more than 15 adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities into her home. As you can see, Peg’s compassion and desire to help others in need are virtually limitless.
The quality of care that she has provided is nothing short of remarkable. She didn’t just provide a place to live; she gave emotional support, encouragement, gentle guidance, and love. She has a unique ability to understand the needs of her guests, and she would do everything possible to meet those needs. One time, when there was a person who needed emergency respite, Peg opened her home once again. She learned that this person was celebrating a significant birthday that weekend, so, with less than one day’s notice, she planned a party and invited all of her guest’s friends. The party was complete with a full meal and a decorated cake.
Peg would constantly go out of her way to make sure that the people in her care could attend events at The Arc and DDRC, and also community activities like picnics, parties, dances, holiday events, car shows, Broncos games, of course, People First and Coffee House - the list goes on.  Peg lives and breathes full inclusion our community.
In addition to the countless peole who were lucky enough to be part of Peg’s home, there are many others who have benefited from her devotion to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. She has been a loyal member of the Developmental Disabilities Foundation for 15 years, not only giving financially but also helping with whatever is needed, like providing transportation for struggling families.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the nomination form for Peg, she was described as a role model, a life force of her own, and an angel. It is people like Peg who have left an impression on all of us that will never fade. Peg, thank you for all you have given to our community—your generosity and advocacy have truly made a difference. Congratulations on being a SPARC Award winner!
